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ABSTRACT
A survey on health care practices of sheep in Jodhpur district of Rajasthan was conducted. The study
indicated that the health care practices were not satisfactory. Only 36.11% farmers adopted the practice of
vaccination. Majority of farmers followed deworming to control parasites but dusting was practiced by
34.44% sheep breeders only. It was also observed that some farmers used ethno veterinary treatment for
their animals.
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INTRODUCTION

Sheep is an important species of livestock contributing to the livelihood of poor farmers in rural areas.
The role of small ruminants is more pronounced in the arid and semi-arid zone of country, where the risk
and uncertainty of crop failure is high due to low availability of water and frequent natural vagaries like
drought (Chaturvedi et al., 2008).

Rearing of small ruminants is preferred by farmers because (1) They are less expensive to purchase and
require minimal input and maintenance costs; (2) they are less susceptible to stress due to adverse change
in climatic conditions (drought); and (3) they have a relatively high reproduction rate and are easy to
dispose off (Misra et al., 2006).

Sheep are reared for mutton, wool, manure, milk etc. In the economics of sheep husbandry wool is now of
secondary importance as mutton fetches maximum return to the sheep farmers (Mehta et al., 1995). There
are several constraints in sheep husbandry like reduction of grazing lands, diseases, climatic conditions,
water shortage, low wool prices, little knowledge of medicines and treatment.

In which diseases are the second biggest constraints in sheep husbandry (Singh and Rollefson, 2005).
Diseases cause much loss to sheep flock and deteriorate the quality and quantity of the products. To
maintain the profitability, animals must be protected from various diseases.

Therefore, a survey was conducted to study the health care management practices followed by sheep
rearers.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study was conducted in Jodhpur district of Rajasthan. A total of 180 farmers belonging to 15 villages
of 3 tehsils were selected for the study. Information on health care management practices were collected
through formal interview using a structured questionnaire personally. The data were tabulated and
percentage was calculated.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Diseases are the major source of economic loss to the sheep production. In intensive animal production
system, diseases cause loss through mortality (Mathur and Dubey, 1994). About 15 to 20% of sheep die
due to various diseases in India.

Grazing on wet areas, overfeeding, sudden change in climate and unhygienic condition of houses are the
main reasons for diseases. Since sheep always live in flock immediate attention is required to check the
spread of contagious diseases. In the study area, most common diseases were enterotoxaemia, sheep pox,
foot and mouth disease (FMD), pneumonia, parasitic diseases etc. The most serious health problem of
sheep was internal parasites.
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Table 1: Health care practices followed by sheep farmers

Particulars Category n(180) Percentage (%)
Vaccination Yes 65 36.11%
No 115 63.89%
Deworming Yes 163 90.55%
No 17 9.45%
Deworming Self 134 74.44%
agent Veterinarian 46 25.56%
Control of Yes 62 34.44%
ectoparasites No 118 65.56%
Drugs used Home made 22 12.22%
Market/ Govt. aid 158 87.78%

The survey revealed that only 36.11% of farmers adopted the practice of vaccination. It was observed that
the practice of vaccination was generally adopted at the time of migration of flock or if there was an
outbreak in the nearby areas. Majority of farmers did not vaccinate the animals, although State
Government Animal Health Department vaccinate free of cost/nominal cost, but breeders were generally
not aware of it or showed no interest. These observation agrees well with the finding of Pali districts
(Geerlings, 2001), whereas in Tonk district of Rajasthan, practice of vaccination was much higher than
the present findings (Suresh et al., 2008). Higher adoption rate for vaccination could be the impact of
extension programme undertaken by CSWRI, Avikanagar.

Helminthes are important endoparasites of sheep. Several species of flat worms, tape worms and round
worms are present in the digestive tract of sheep. Ticks and lice are important ecto parasites of small
ruminants. Ticks do not cause skin disease but are responsible for transmission of a few protozoans,
bacterial and viral infection (Miranpuri and Singh, 1978). In the present study most of the farmers
(90.55%) followed deworming to control parasites. 100% deworming was reported in Rajasthan and
Telangana region of Andhra Pradesh by Swarnkar and Singh (2010) and Rajanna et al., (2013)
respectively. Although regular deworming is a good practice but overuse of drug can cause resistance.
The observation in the study that drenching was done 2-3 times in a year agrees with the finding of
western Rajasthan (Porwal et al., 2006). Whereas 3-4 times drenching was reported in Telangana region
of Andhra Pradesh (Rajanna et al., 2013). It was also observed that majority of farmers (74.44%)
dewormed their flocks on their own while (25.56%) farmers took the advice of veterinarian for selection
of drug. In our study it was found that dusting was practiced by 34.44% sheep breeders only. These
findings were in accordance with earlier reports of Swarnkar and Singh (2010). It was also observed that
12.22% breeders used homemade medicines for the treatment of their animals. Practice of some
indigenous traditional knowledge for treatment of sheep was also reported by Behura et al., (2009).
Sometimes these medicines cause serious problems due to higher dose and adverse effects.
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