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ABSTRACT 

Today, the concept of renovation and rehabilitation in urban planning and design coincides with actions 

and predictions for improving the quality of physical and spatial environment so that improvement of 

spatial environment becomes feasible through the creation of new facilities. Having everlasting cultural 

values, historical fabrics are considered an important background for planning toward endogenous 

development. With characteristics and features such as a large number of buildings and old places and 

monuments, these fabrics are distinguished from the neighboring areas and other parts of the city. Among 

different regions of Iran, Lorestan province in general and Khorramabad city in particular are regarded as 

potential regions of tourism due to its long history, its large number of attractions and variety in its tourist 

attractions. Therefore, this research has dealt with the renovation and rehabilitation of the old fabrics of 

Khorramabad (Babataher Region) with a focus on tourism. 

 

Keywords: Renovation and Rehabilitation, Tourism Development, SWOT Model, Analytic Hierarchy 

Process (AHP) Model  

 
INTRODUCTION 

Today, the concept of renovation and rehabilitation in urban planning and design coincides with actions 

and predictions for improving the quality of physical and spatial environment so that improvement of 

spatial environment becomes feasible through the creation of new facilities. The existing status of 

decayed fabrics can be organized and rehabilitated by reforming the spatial organization of the region 

including reforming the access network and incompatible uses, changing the type of uses and the 

allocations of urban service uses in accordance with the criteria and standards, and observing and 

executing the principles and regulations of increasing centralization (Habibi et al., 2007). In general, 

reducing the effectiveness of any phenomenon will lead to its decay. Once the life of a part of a city turns 

to recession due to any reason, its urban fabrics will be decayed (Rosemary, 2005). Moreover, with the 

urban wealthy population's tendency for movement from central areas of many cities into the countryside, 

the decentralization of key facilities will also increase and it may gradually become difficult to find a 

desirable urban environment in decayed areas of a cities to provide urban healthy life (Pacino, 1997). 

Today, tourism activities are considered the fourth activities of human beings after agriculture, industry 

and services, and experts predict that tourism will become the most profitable industry of the world, so 

that it can be referred to as invisible exports (Karimpanah, 2005). Actually, tourism is used as a means to 

stimulate critical economies and to strengthen development activities by creating jobs and obtaining 

revenue (Abby & Geffrey, 2006). Urban tourism is regarded as one of the most profitable activities in 

developed countries, and this industry has had undeniable positive and negative effects in different 

economic, social, cultural and ecological fields in tourist cities of the world, and thus considered 

important targets for tourism. 

Iran enjoys a wide range of landscapes and diverse tourist attractions due to its location, climate and 

different local cultures (Ghaderi et al., 2011). Taking advantage of the valuable outcomes of tourism will 

be possible only when there is sufficient knowledge about the nature of this phenomenon and is features 

and the capabilities of different regions of the country (Khalili, 1998). Among different regions of Iran, 

Lorestan province in general and Khorramabad city in particular are regarded as potential regions of 

tourism due to its long history, its large number of attractions and variety in its tourist attractions. The 
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location of this city and the type of attractions that exist in that city have changed it into a perfect place 

for tourism (comprehensive Plan for Tourism of Lorestan Province, 2005). Khorramabad is a city that 

suffers a lot from problems arising from decayed fabrics in its central part due to historical monuments 

such as Falak-al-Aflak Castle and Babataher Quarter, which is located inside the historical fabrics. This 

city has 28 urban decayed quarters with 2587.7 hectares of the total area of the city. However, the tourism 

industry in this city has had less progress than that in other areas of the country mostly due to lack of 

good planning and investment.  

Having everlasting cultural values, historical fabrics are considered an important background for planning 

toward endogenous development. With characteristics and features such as a large number of buildings 

and old places and monuments, these fabrics are distinguished from the neighboring areas and other parts 

of the city. Generally, these fabrics have lost their attractions for the residence of the affluent classes of 

the society and have changed into places for the residence of low-income and poor classes and 

immigrants. The existence of valuable historical and cultural monuments together with a high capacity for 

tourism involves a distinct managerial look to be taken at these areas (Taherkhani and Motavaseli, 2006). 

Therefore, due to the high natural, historical, social and cultural potentials of Khorramabad which have 

not been actualized yet, it is necessary to research on the historical fabrics of tourism in order to improve 

the current status of tourism in this city. This is why the present research has dealt with the renovation and 

rehabilitation of decayed urban fabrics with emphasis on tourism of Khorramabad city (Babataher 

Quarter).  

Research Hypotheses 

1. It seems that the network of passages of this quarter is inefficient, unsystematic, narrow and with little 

permeability. 

2. It seems that most of the existing buildings are small and short (with one or two floors), in whose 

construction base and poor-quality materials have been used. 

3. It seems that the criterion of management, planning and investment can be regarded as the most 

important factor for tourism development in the decayed fabrics. 

Previous Research 

 Ebrahimzadeh et al., did a research called "An Analysis on Organizing and Intervention in the Urban 

Clayed Fabrics in Khorramabad", in which they concluded that the most important weak points of the 

decayed fabrics of this city are non-standard materials used in buildings, the existence of narrow and thin 

passages and decay of most quarters of this city (Ebrahimzadeh et al., 2011). Sheikholeslam et al., also 

conducted a research called "The Role of People's Participation in Renovation and rehabilitation of Urban 

Decayed fabrics in Astrakhan Quarter of Khorramabad", and came to the conclusion that the residents of 

this quarter have willingness to participate in the affairs of their quarter (Sheikholeslam et al., 2013). 

Tavana et al., also carried out a research called "The Spatial Consequences of Tourism Industry 

Development and Renovation and Improvement Policies in the Old Fabrics of Baghshahr Meibod with an 

Emphasis on Physical-Environmental Factors", and concluded that the factor of spatial-physical 

organizing is the most effective factor for the development of tourism industry in Meibod City (Tavana et 

al., 2014). 

 Rahmani et al., did a research called " The Feasibility of the Sustainable Development of Tourism in 

Malayer City Using SWOT Model", in which they used descriptive and analytical methods to detect the 

causes and backgrounds of strength, weakness, opportunity and threat, which affect the sustainable 

development of the city's tourism, and to formulate an appropriate model for sustainable development of 

tourism in Malayer city. The results of this research reveal that due to tourism attractions and cultural 

values in the city under research, it can annually host and welcome a large number of tourists from both 

the country and overseas (Rahmani et al., 2010).  

 Meshkini & Heidari conducted a research called "Evaluation of the Tourism Development of Zanjan 

City Using SWOT Model", in which they evaluated the potentials and limitations of tourism industry 

development in Zanjan city. Their analyses show that due to the potential tourism capacity of this region, 

this potential can be used as a cause of endogenous development, which requires a comprehensive 
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planning to identify the weaknesses and strengths, strengthen the opportunities and resist against the 

threats and weaknesses (Meshkini & Heidari, 2011).  

The Theoretical Fundamentals of the Research 

Definitions of Decayed Fabrics 

Urban decayed fabrics refers to quarters within the legal limits of cities that are vulnerable due to physical 

decay, lack of installations, services and infrastructures, and thus have a very low environmental and 

economic value (Kalantari, 2006). 

It has also been defined as areas of a city with low facilities, spatial concentration and economic, social, 

physical and mental problems (Glaseser & Guorko, 2005). 

This concept has also been defined as areas of a city that are detrimental to the safety, security or welfare 

of the society due to destruction, faulty planning, inadequate or improper facilities, the existence of 

damaging land uses, the existence of unsafe buildings or a combination of these factors (Ocergon 

Consitition, 2000).  

Rehabilitation 

This type of intervention is based on the principle of loyalty to the past and preservation of identity-

showing monuments. Rehabilitation activities are done with the aim of using the existing potential and 

actual facilities, strengthening the positive aspects, and weakening the negative aspects via support, care, 

protection, revitalization, strengthening and repair. Intervention in these fabrics involves compliance with 

the rules and regulations of Cultural Heritage Organization. 

Renovation 

In this type of intervention, loyalty to the past enjoys more flexibility and can include intervention for 

minimal changes in certain cases. Renovation is aimed at increasing efficiency and productivity and 

restoring urban life to the fabrics and occurs via renewal, rehabilitation, adaptation and transformation. 

Tourism  

According to the definition given by World Tourism Organization, tourism is an activity done by an 

individual by travelling to a place out of his or her life environment for less than a year for leisure, 

business and other purposes (WTO, 2001). 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

Research Method 

The present research is an applied developmental research in terms of purpose, and a descriptive 

analytical research in terms of method. Descriptive and documentary methods have been used in the 

research for access to the theoretical literature through a review of the literature related to the concepts of 

decayed fabrics and tourism. Analytical methods have also been used in the research for confirmation of 

the hypotheses and the factors affecting the renovation and rehabilitation of the historical fabrics of 

Khorramabad city (Babataher Quarter) and finally for assessment of the existing strengths and 

weaknesses and detection of the existing potentials and capacities. We first used SWOT Analytical 

Method in order to analyze the data and provide the strategies of renovation and rehabilitation of the 

historical fabrics. For this purpose, we prepared a list of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats, 

set the strategic factors and extracted SWOT Matrix out of them. We then used the outcomes of these 

analyses as helpful policies in order to strengthen, renovate and rehabilitate the historical fabrics of 

Khorramabad city. We examined the most important indices in order to evaluate and prioritize the factors 

affecting the renovation and rehabilitation of the historical factors of Khorramabad city with emphasis on 

tourism and using Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) Model to rank the factors.  

Data Analysis 

Descriptive Findings 

Decayed Fabrics in Khorramabad 

This city has 28 decayed quarters with 258.7 hectares of the total area of the city and a population over 

60681 people. Most of these quarters are located in the central part and inner layers of the city. The 

formation of the old quarters of the city has passed a history full of ups and downs and these quarters have 
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been destroyed and rebuilt many times in response to the changing climatic, social and religious 

conditions. 

The Location and size of Babataher Quarter  

With the geographical location of { 33
𝑜28́58. 35  ٌ𝑁

48𝑜21  ٌ 02. 28  ٌ𝐸
}, this quarter is one of the oldest quarters of 

Khorramabad, located in the center of this city and enclosed on all four sides by the main streets. This 

quarter is surrounded by Ferdowsi Street from the north, Hakim 24-meter Street from the south, Imam 

Street from the east and Hafez Street from the west. 

Morphology of the Quarter 

The three-dimensional form of the quarter under study shows that the internal fabrics of this quarter is 

related to the period before First Pahlavi architecture. It generally has one-or two-floor buildings with a 

central yard. The directions of the buildings are from north to south. A number of housing units in the 

fabrics as well as in Hakim 24-meter Street and Imam Street have been reconstructed and renovated 

during the previous decades, but no measure has been taken to reconstruct and renovate the buildings 

located in Hafez and Ferdowsi streets because the status of the widening project of Hafez Street is not 

clear after 20 years of notification by municipality and also because the streets and roads for 

transportation of materials and excavation are too narrow and also due to the strict regulations of Cultural 

Heritage Organization, as this quarter has been located in the adjacent limits of Falak-al-Aflak Castle, and 

the owners of the buildings are waiting for decisions to be made by the managers of the city and the 

province. Optimization or renovation inside the fabrics and in the surrounding streets of the block under 

study has been done without observing the rules of architecture and without any compatibility with the 

surrounding environment, which will ultimately result in an incorrect definition of the block and the 

surrounding environment. The central part of Khorramabad city studied in this research is a quarter 

known as Qajar-era (years before 1300 Hijri) Khorramabad, as shown by the evidence and the main 

structure of the city.  

 

 
Map 4.3: The location of Babataher Quarter (source: Renovation and rehabilitation Organization 

of Khorramabad City) 

 

The Historical and Recorded Monuments within the Limits of Babataher Quarter 

1. Tomb of Babataher 

2. House of Akhond Abu  
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3. House of Abolghasemiha 

4. Hamambashi 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Analysis of the Findings 

 SWOT Technique 

 

Table 4.1: Internal Factor Evaluation (IFE) of the weakness and strengths based on physical 

SWOT 

Row Factors Coefficient Score 
Final 

Score 

Weaknesses 

1 Low coefficient of permeability and impossibility of car and 

emergency vehicles' passing the streets 

0.09 1 0.09 

2 Shortcomings and defects in urban performances including 

service, recreational and educational spaces 

0.09 1 0.09 

3 Severe decay of the fabrics and the physical structure and 

improper function and lack of buildings worth maintaining 

and repairing 

0.08 1 0.08 

4 Flaws in the criteria determined for decay 0.07 2 0.14 

5 Inattention to renovation and rehabilitation  0.06 2 0.12 

6 Inconsistency of the fabrics 0.06 2 0.12 

7 Numerous disorders in terms of visual aesthetics 0.05 2 0.10 

8 Incongruity of the physical space of these regions with the 

modern urban life requirements 

0.04 2 0.08 

Strengths 

9 Privileged location and centrality of Babataher Quarter in the 

geographical map of the city and its being in the vicinity of 

the main roads 

0.09 3 0.27 

10 Establishment of several historical monuments including 

Tom of Babataher inside the fabrics. 

0.08 3 0.24 

11 The use of obliterated and abandoned spaces without any 

uses for implementation of the projects needed for 

renovation and rehabilitation 

0.08 3 0.24 

12 The residents' having positive mental image about the old 

fabrics of the city 

0.07 4 0.28 

13 Large courtyard houses which can provide a large space for 

projects 

0.07 4 0.28 

14 A favorable and beautiful landscape (toward Falak-al Aflak 

Castle) 

0.07 4 0.28 

Total  1 34 2.41 
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Table 4.2: Matrix of internal Factor Evaluation (IFE) of opportunities and threats based on 

physical SWOT 

Row factors coefficient score 
Final 

score 

Opportunities 

1 The existence and establishment of several historical 

monuments such as Falak-al-Aflak Castle in the vicinity of 

the fabrics and the possibility to attract tourism  

0.09 3 0.27 

2 Running of a river in the nearby and the possibility to make 

use of this opportunity in order to enhance vitality in the 

fabrics and attract tourism  

0.09 3 0.27 

3 Low quality of buildings and urgent need for development 

and rehabilitation 

0.09 3 0.27 

4 The high percentage of buildings with poor-quality materials 

which are urgently in need of renovation and reconstruction 

0.08 4 0.32 

5 Impenetrable passages which make it difficult for passers-by 

and riders to pass, and which require widening 

0.08 4 0.32 

6closeness to the market0.0730.21 

Threats 

6 No comprehensive studies conducted in decayed fabrics and 

no detailed local projects prepared 

0.09 1 0.09 

7 Babataher Quarter's being located in the neighborhood of 

Falak-al-Aflak castle and the existence of height limitations 

for construction there 

0.09 1 0.09 

8 The city's loss of its identity due to destruction of old 

buildings made for decayed fabrics development 

0.09 1 0.09 

9 Lack of resistance to earthquakes of moderate intensity 0.08 1 0.08 

10 The building units' lacking structural system and any 

technical calculations for resistance to natural disasters 

0.08 2 0.16 

11 The existence of inefficient infrastructure networks 0.07 2 0.14 

Total  1 28 2.31 
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Table 4.3: Matrix of internal Factor Evaluation (IFE) of weaknesses and strengths based on 

economic SWOT 

Row Factors Coefficient Score 
Final 

score 

Weaknesses 

1 Lack of investment for future developments 0.09 1 0.09 

2 Relatively low value of land and housing 0.09 1 0.09 

3 Relative stagnation of activities 0.09 1 0.09 

4 The quarter's getting out of the economic cycle and life of the city 0.09 2 0.18 

5 Reliance of the projects of renovation and rehabilitation of decayed 

fabrics on the public income of the government, and lack of 

prosperity of commercial and profitable activities in comparison 

with important and valuable commercial centers  

0.08 2 0.16 

6 Tendency toward illegal, illicit, illegitimate and false jobs 0.07 2 0.14 

7 Low level of income of families and their despair for spontaneous 

renovation of the fabrics 

0.07 2 0.14 

Strengths 

8 Noticeable position of crafts and job creation 0.09 3 0.27 

9 High rate of active population 0.09 3 0.27 

10 Opportunities created for employment, attraction of tourists and 

sustainable development 

0.09 3 0.27 

11 Owners' readiness for implementation of cooperative activities or 

assigning their properties for implementation of investment 

projects  

0.08 4 0.32 

12 Low price of land and housing and the possibility to possess them 

with a price lower than that of new urban fabrics with the aim of 

implementing investment projects 

0.07 4 0.28 

Total - 1 28 2.3 

 

Table 4.4: Matrix of internal Factor Evaluation (IFE) of opportunities and threats based on 

economic SWOT 

Row Factors Coefficient Score 
Final 

score 

Opportunities investment opportunities for the government and the public sector 

1 Increased demand for construction in decayed fabrics by 

cooperative companies and organizations  

0.2 3 0.6 

2 The possibility to take advantage of subsidized loans of financial 

institutions and banks with regard to incentive policies for 

investment in decayed fabrics 

0.1 3 0.3 

3 The existence of some owners who have the capability of dealing 

with decay 

0.1 4 0.4 

4 Existence of investment opportunities for the government and the 

public sector 

0.1 4 0.4 

Threats 

5 The private sector's lack of tendency for investment due to low 

economic yield and despair for capital return 

0.2 1 0.2 

6 Lack of interest and motivation for investment in the fabrics due to 

decay and low yield of activities and decay of the local economy 

because of poverty and thus impossibility of improving housing by 

the residents 

0.1 1 0.1 

7 The residents' being in the lower income deciles 0.1 2 0.2 

8 Increased residence of low-income classes in these fabrics because 

of the relatively low price of land and housing 

0.1 2 0.2 

Total  1 20 2.4 
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Table 4.5: Matrix of internal Factor Evaluation (IFE) of weaknesses and strengths based on socio-

cultural SWOT 

Row Factors Coefficient Score 
Final 

score 

Weaknesses 

1 Low rate of social security due to the conditions favorable for crimes, 

delinquency and social damage 

0.09 1 0.09 

2 Issues related to diversity of heirs and lack of access to them 0.08 1 0.08 

3 Non-homogeneous and unusual demographics 0.07 2 0.14 

4 Environmental problems and the prevalence of contagious and 

infectious diseases 

0.07 2 0.14 

5 Residence and replacement of low-income classes of the society for 

native residents 

0.06 2 0.12 

6 Low residential and environmental position and status of the quarter 0.06 2 0.12 

7 Scarcity of cultural and public centers such as public libraries, cultural 

centers, health centers, sufficient public green spaces, kindergartens 

and so on  

0.06 2 0.12 

8 Reduced levels of the residents' psychological security 0.05 2 0.10 

Strengths 

9 Low number of family numbers in this fabrics in comparison (4.7 

people in a family) with that in khorramabad (5.4 people in a family) 

0.09 3 0.27 

10 Establishment of an original population in the fabrics with a high sense 

of belonging to the fabrics 

0.09 3 0.27 

11 People's sense of belonging to the historical monuments and their 

interest in their maintenance  

0.08 3 0.24 

12 The existence of valuable historical buildings and monuments in the 

fabrics 

0.07 4 0.28 

13 Long history of the residents' living in the old parts of the fabrics 0.07 4 0.28 

14 The old residents' sense of responsibility for the space 0.06 4 0.24 

Total  1 35 2.49 

 

Table 4.6: Matrix of internal Factor Evaluation (IFE) of weaknesses and strengths based on Table 

4.2. Matrix of internal Factor Evaluation (IFE) of opportunities and threats based on physical 

SWOT 

Row Factors Coefficient Score 
Final 

score 

Opportunities 

1 The existence of fairly active social centers inside the fabrics and the 

possibility of strengthening them 

0.2 3 0.6 

2 The local residents' enthusiasm for staying in the fabrics and their 

expressing their readiness to participate in renovation and rehabilitation 

projects 

0.1 3 0.3 

3 The local residents' dissatisfaction with the status quo and with the 

increased crimes and drug addiction and safety and their tendency to 

handle this plight  

0.1 4 0.4 

4 A change in the family pattern from extended into nuclear family 0.1 4 0.4 

Threats 

5 Leaving the fabrics by the original residents due to the unfavorable social 

structure and replacement of the population by marginalized groups 

0.1 1 0.1 

6 Differing and inaccurate policies among the authorities and lack of 

determination to renovate and reconstruct the fabrics 

0.1 1 0.1 

7 The prevalence of addiction and behavioral disorders and delinquency 0.1 2 0.2 

8 Environmental insecurity, especially for children, youth and women 0.1 2 0.2 

9 Increased rate of original people's migration and their replacement with 

low-income and socially vulnerable people 

0.1 2 0.2 

Total  1 22 2.5 

(Source: the authors' calculations, 2015) 
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 Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) 

Hierarchical Structure 

 

 
Figure 4-2: The Hierarchical Structure in the Research 
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Determining the Importance Coefficient of the Criteria and Sub-Criteria 

 

Table 4-7: The relative and final weight of the indices (criteria) and sub-criteria of the factors 

affecting the renovation and rehabilitation of the historical fabrics of Khorramabad with tourism 

approach 

Goal Criteria Sub-criteria Options 

Renovation and 

rehabilitation 

of decayed 

fabrics with 

tourism 

approach, 

Babataher 

Quarter 

(Khorramabad) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical index  

0.424 

 

The quality of 

buildings 

0.458 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

Appear  

0.195 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

The type of statics of 

the buildings 

0.148 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

The type of materials 

used 

0.071 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

The number of floors 

0.059 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

The space of houses 

0.036 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

The type of roof's 

coverage 

0.033 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

Economic index  

0.196 

Income 

0.703 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

Population 

0.152 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

Number of family 

members 

0.092 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

Occupational classes 

0.054 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

Social index 

0.074 

Rate of satisfaction 

with residence 

0.588 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

Social security 

0.286 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

The type of deviations 

and crimes 

0.063 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

The number of crimes 

0.063 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

Historical and cultural attractions  

0.199 

Detection and 

prioritization of 

attractions 

0.833 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

Development and 

promotion of tourism 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 
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attractions 

0.167 

Infrastructures 

0.060 

Managerial 

0.628 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

Economic 

0.211 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

Socio-cultural 

0.098 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

Physical 

0.063 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

Services and facilities 

0.046 

Recreational, welfare, 

dwelling 

0.833 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

Health and medical 

0.167 

(0.081) (0.188) (0.731) 

 

Conclusion 

The assessments and calculations done using SWOT Technique, detection of the strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities and threats, scoring them in terms of the matrix and identification of the internal and 

external factors and drawing the final chart showed that the final scores on x-axis is between 2.5 and 4. 

The largest number obtained is related to SO, which is the strengths and opportunities of the project, for 

which the aggressive strategy should be taken. In this strategy, SO is (max-max), and the maximum uses 

should be made of the existing opportunities by taking advantage of the strengths.  

As shown by AHP Technique and according to the criteria of the research obtained based on the 

questionnaire and experts' views, the most important highest score among the criteria assessed on 

renovation and rehabilitation belonged to physical index with coefficient of 0.424, and the most important 

highest score among the criteria of tourism belonged to historical-cultural attractions with coefficient of 

0.199. 

Responses to the Hypotheses 

H1: It seems that the network of passages of this quarter is inefficient, unsystematic, narrow and with little 

permeability. 

As shown by the field studies done so far, the width of the passages of Babataher Quarter varies between 

1.5 and 6 meters, and these passages have been made in disorderly and non-geometric form without 

observance of the urban planning rules along a path as long as 1145 meters. The permeability coefficient 

of this network of passages is 33.7% and as this coefficient is lower than 50 percent based on the 

guidelines of Iran Architecture and Urban Planning Office, it has one of the three conditions related to 

decayed fabrics, and is therefore inefficient. According to the comments made via opinion assessment, 93 

percent of the respondents regarded the low width and order of the network of passages as the main 

reason for inability of aid organizations such as fire organization and emergency services to provide 

services for the residents of this quarter, and this substantiates the hypothesis of inefficiency of the 

network of passages in this quarter. 

H2: It seems that most of the existing buildings are small and short (with one or two floors), in whose 

construction base and poor-quality materials have been used. 

As the conducted field studies and the collected information on housing status in Babataher Quarter show, 

at least 57 percent of the total residential plaques of this quarter are below the limits predicted by 

Comprehensive Project of Khorramabad City (i.e. 200 meters square). Therefore, the hypothesis of the 

plaques' being fine-grained in this quarter is confirmed. On the other hand, over 99 percent of the existing 

plaques in this quarter are one-or two-floor buildings (50.25 percent one-floor and 49.38 percent two-

floor), which confirms the hypothesis of shortness of the plaques in this quarter with a high confidence 

coefficient. Moreover, according to the information obtained, 52 percent of the constructed units have 
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been built with mud or brick or brick and clay or brick and mud. Since these materials have poor quality 

and low resistance, the related hypothesis is confirmed. Furthermore, improper and poor-quality (using 

black cement and thatch) views have been used in more than 63 percent of the total buildings constructed 

in this quarter, which confirms the use of poor material in the quarter under study. 

H3: It seems that the criterion of management, planning and investment can be regarded as the most 

important factor for tourism development in the decayed fabrics. 

The existing evidence shows that the fabrics of Babataher Quarter is located within the adjacent limits of 

Falak-al-Aflak Castle and it is thus inappropriate for apartment construction due to height limitation. This 

is why investors have no willingness to invest in this quarter. It has a very weak management, mostly due 

to the rigid rules of Cultural Heritage and Tourism Organization. Regarding planning, we should ensure 

people to allocate one unit to them in cases of construction, and thus change the 45000-meter area into a 

suitable environment for tourists. We can thus conclude that management, investment and planning can 

prove efficient, thereby confirmation of this hypothesis based on the existing evidence. 

Suggestions 

1- Commission of Article 12 of Urban Land Law by reference to the resolution enacted in 03/10/1987 

and the rule of renaming the Ministry of Development and Housing with the Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Development, which was enacted in 28/07/2004 with aim of directing the investors of the private 

sector to invest in the decayed and central fabrics of cities, should propose a bill to prohibit assigning land 

for construction to people, cooperative companies or public and private organizations and institutions. 

2- By reference to Articles 15, 16 and 17 of Urban Development Renovation Rule enacted in 

26/09/2018, municipality should take measures to renovate, rehabilitate and reconstruct this quarter by 

observing the principles of urban development in order to improve the quality and conditions of living 

and resistance in this quarter. 

3- By reference to Act 14 of Article 55 of the Law of Municipalities, the municipality of Khorramabad 

should take legal actions to force the owners of decayed buildings to reconstruct and renovate their own 

buildings. 
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